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A Letter to Parents about your Child’s Spiritual Needs

We rejoice with you in the gift of your child. We are especially
happy that you are concerned about the spiritual well-being of
your child. We share your concern.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.”

- Mark 10:14

Jesus loves your Child...and so do we!

What is the proper way for your child to “come to Jesus” for His

blessing? What role do you as parents have in bringing them?
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First of all, how do we get to know God?

We must read and listen to His Word, God speaks through the Bible.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”’
-Psalm 119:105

“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? . . . faith
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through
the word of Christ”’

-Romans 10:14-17

What is wrong between God and me?

When you think about God, you probably feel some discomfort, some
guilt and shame. We all do. There are many things we have done that
are not right. Our wrongs have strained our relationship with God.
Perhaps you have no relationship with Him at all. The Bible speaks
frankly about our need.
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“...your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear”
- Isaiah 59:2

“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"”

-Romans 3:23

The wonderful news is that despite what you have done, God loves you!

The Bible teaches the amazing love of God for sinners like me and you.
For some reason that we will never fully know, He has chosen to love
us freely.

“When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy!”

- Titus 3:4-5

“Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God”

- 1 Peter 3:18

These and many other verses in the Bible teach that God gives
forgiveness and new life through Jesus Christ. His death on the cross is
the greatest expression of the love of God.
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life””
-John 3:16

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead shows we can enter into a loving
relationship with the living God.

“This grace was given us in Christ Jesus ... who has destroyed death
III

and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel!
- 2Timothy 1:9-10

Followers of Jesus are Changed People

This change is gradual but will one day be complete. As we grow in faith

we are made more like our Savior, more clearly reflecting His goodness.

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!”

- 2 Corinthians 5:17
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We are now free from sin’s penalty and are gradually being freed from
sin’s power. God’s desires become our desires as we grow more fully in
Him.

“Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your
heart”

-Psalm 37:4

Have you as a parent begun to experience this new life in Jesus Christ?
This change must happen before you are ready to dedicate your child to
Jesus. We cannot introduce our children to someone we do not know.

What does it mean to dedicate my Child to
Jesus?

There are two examples in the Bible of parents dedicating their children
to God; Child Samuel by Elkanah and Hannah (1 Samuel 1:21-28) and
Child Jesus by Joseph and Mary (Luke 2:21-24). Notice three important
things about their dedications:
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1. Both parents have a strong faith
commitment.

The Old Testament book of 1 Samuel records the faith of Samuel’s
parents. His mother Hannah said,

“My heart rejoices in the LORD...There is no one holy like the LORD;
there is no one besides you!”
- 1Samuel 2:1-2

The faith of Jesus “parents”is well known. The Virgin Mary sang,

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”
(Luke 1:46 & 47).

Joseph, the earthly father (not the natural father), of Jesus was a
“righteous man” (Matthew 1:19)

From these two examples we learn the Bible teaches that parents who
bring their children for dedication must first dedicate themselves to
the Lord. They were not perfect people or perfect parents. Yet their
sincere desire was to love God and keep His commandments. This
desire was known publicly, they were actively involved in the believing
assembly. Are you known by others for your commitment to the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Just as these parents knew the importance of their relationship with
God, through this act of Dedication they were asking God to give their
children this eternal relationship in His time and plan. No loving parent
would neglect food necessary for their child’s health. But do we take
sufficient precautions for their spiritual health? Our bodies are for this
life, our soul’s live eternally.
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“returned”to God, dedicated to His service. Through this ceremony
they were saying, “Lord, we want this child to know, love, and serve
you. You gave him to us, and we now give him back to You so that

he would follow You.” They understood dedication was not an act of
magic or manipulation. Nor did they think this ceremony would be a
guarantee against any future harm or trouble. They knew God is good
and committed to their best interests. They were not trying to chase
away evil spirits and gain good luck. The pagan nations lived in such
fear and superstition, but not the people of God.

This was a public ceremony was to both encourage the faith of the
community and to be supported by the faithful of the community.

We are not alone, but part of God'’s family of faith. As we witness your
Dedication, we are all reminded to pray for you and your child through
the challenges and choices of their life.




3. Dedication is just the beginning

These faithful parents prayed for their child even before they were
born. Now at this young age they are introducing their child into the
family of faith. This was the beginning of a life with God amidst the
community of God’s people. These parents sought to follow the advice
of Moses.

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength. These commandments that | give you
today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.”

- Deuteronomy 6:5-8

For these parents, God was central in every area of life. Their desire was
for their children to acknowledge the Lord God in all they did and said.
How Samuel’s parents must have rejoiced when,

“The boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the
LORD and with men.”
- 1 Samuel 2:26

In a similar way Joseph and Mary were blessed to see “Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52).

And the pleasure of His Heavenly Father was great, “You are my Son,
whom | love; with you | am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).

We pray that in God'’s time your child will make their own decision to
receive the Lord Jesus. By this Dedication, you as parents are starting
them off in the right direction.
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Three Life-Changing Questions

1. Do you love the Lord and desire to follow Him sincerely?
2. Do you understand what the Bible means to ‘dedicate’your child?

3. Will you follow the ceremony of dedication with a life of teaching
your child about the Lord Jesus by your words and deeds?

If your answer to all three questions is an unqualified ‘yes’you should
seek to have your child dedicated. If you're unsure, you should
continue seeking the Lord through His Word and prayer. You are
always welcome to BICF — you are an important part of our family.
But it would be best to know clearly what dedication means, and fully
dedicate yourself to Jesus, before making these public promises to
God. Do not take this Dedication lightly. It is not just a ceremony itis a
solemn commitment.

We urge you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and follow Him as
Lord of your life. We invite you and your family to grow in faith with us
through the ministries of BICF.

“The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far
off-for all whom the Lord our God will call”
- Acts 2:39
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BICF offices are located at:
21st Century Hotel
2nd Floor, Room FA 201
40 Liangmagiao Road
Chao Yang District
Beijing 100016
People’s Republic of China
Phone: (010) 8454-3468
Fax: (010) 8454-3467
Email: information@bicf.org
www.BICF.org
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